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PRACTICES

Energy

Energy Efficiency

Telecom

Issues and Appeals

Consumer Product Safety

EDUCATION

Harvard Law School, J.D., magna cum laude

Williams College, B.A., magna cum laude

Sean Lev, a former General Counsel of the FCC and acting 

General Counsel of the Department of Energy, advises and 

advocates in both courts and agencies for clients with complex 

regulatory problems in technology, energy, and other fields.

He serves as chair of HWG's Energy Practice and co-chair of the Issues 
and Appeals Practice.

Sean has more than 30 years of experience helping clients in the public, 
private, and non-profit sector solve problems involving critical issues of 
administrative law. He has argued scores of cases in federal and state 
appellate and trial courts both supporting and challenging agency 
decisions and has advised Cabinet Secretaries, three FCC Chairs, 
sophisticated regulated companies, and numerous non-profits and 
individuals.

As General Counsel of the Federal Communications Commission, Sean 
was responsible for all legal advice provided to the FCC Chair and 
Commissioners and oversaw all FCC litigation. Sean was also heavily 

involved in the Commission's review of major transactions and 

enforcement activity. Prior to being named General Counsel, Sean 
served as Deputy General Counsel and Senior Advisor to the Chairman.
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Before joining the FCC, Sean was designated by President Obama to 
serve as the Acting General Counsel of the United States Department of 
Energy (DOE). In that role, he was the chief legal officer for the 
Department, and provided advice on the full range of issues relevant to 
its mission, including those involving energy efficiency standards, 
nuclear energy, oil and gas, environmental remediation, and national 
security. Sean also served as the Deputy General Counsel for 
Environment and Nuclear Programs at DOE. In that role, he led the 

agency's litigation before the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and 

served as the lead agency lawyer in resolving major environmental and 
other disputes.

Sean most recently served as Legal Director of Democracy Forward, a 
public interest nonprofit dedicated to furthering the rule of law and 
fighting unlawful agency decision making. In this role, he oversaw a 
team of more than a dozen litigators and supervised numerous 
successful legal challenges against federal agencies and state and local 
governments.

Sean has significant experience advising clients in private practice, 
having spent more than fifteen years as a partner of a major 
Washington, DC based law firm. During that time, Sean had leading 
roles in numerous key cases involving technology law and policy and in 
advocating on regulatory and litigation issues raised by major industry 
transactions.

He started his legal career as an Honors Program attorney on the Civil 
Division, Appellate Staff at the United States Department of Justice and 
as a clerk to the Honorable Patricia M. Wald of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the District of Columbia Circuit.

   RECOGNITION

Recognized by Chambers USA for Telecom, Broadcast & Satellite in 
D.C.
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